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First Soldier.....................................................Karyn Lush Wright
Second Soldier..............................................Kenneth Fulenwider
The General...............................................................Ken Freehill
Hooper Moulsworth......................................................Doug Luke
Vadim Romanoff......................................................Justin Thyme
Igor Romanoff...........................................................Mark Vargas
Juliet....................................................................Bethany Dotson
The Spy.....................................................................Ben Schroth
Beulah Moulsworth................................................Susan Wagner
Evdokia Romanoff.....................................................Sherry Etzel
Junior Captain Marfa Zlotochienko...............Stephanie Duckham
Freddie Vanderstuyt.................................................Jimmi Wright
The Archbishop..........................................................Harry Liston

Cast
(in order of appearance)

Setting
The Main Square in the Capital City
of the Smallest Country in Europe

Act I:  Dawn to Morning
Act II:  Noon to Afternoon
Act III:  Evening to Night

There will be one 15-minute intermission between Acts I and II.

About the Playwright...
Peter Ustinov was born on April 16, 1921 in London, England to a
Russian father, Iona, a journalist and a French mother, Nadia, who was
an artist-designer. He dropped out of school at age 16 and joined the
London Theatre Studio where at 18 he made his acting debut.  His film
career began in 1940 with his appearance in Mein Kampf – My Crimes.
The first play he wrote that ran on Broadway was in 1953, called The
Love of Four Colonels, followed by Romanoff and Juliet in 1957.  He
won two Best Supporting Actor Oscars in the 1970’s, for Sparticus and
Topkapi. He has also won three Emmy awards, and at the age of 84,
continues making films and television appearances (the film Luther is to
be released later this year).  He was knighted in 1990.

Sir Peter Ustinov has been described as a “one-man cartel of the arts,”
but he once said of himself, “I consider myself a writer, first and
foremost.  Acting is instrinsically easier than writing.  To act well is, of
course, difficult, but I think it’s more difficult to write a bad play than to
give a bad performance.”
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be entered in a drawing to

win two free tickets to
Rover’s next show!

Thanks for supporting
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We’re glad you’re here!

Announcements

Rover’s Mission
Searching for treasures, new and rediscovered,

for theatre "off the beaten path."

Rover Dramawerks produces
lost or forgotten works of well-known authors,

revives excellent scripts that have suffered from lack of exposure,
and discovers unknown gems of the stage.

Contact Us
We would love for you to get involved with us at Rover
Dramawerks! Onstage, backstage - however you want to be
involved, we can use your talents.  Or if you just want to watch the
show, that's great!  We need you, and we hope to see you in our
audience again!

Please e-mail us at contact_aza@roverdramawerks.com   or call
972-849-0358 to be added to our mailing list or volunteer your
services.

And visit our website at www.roverdramawerks.com  !



Ben Schroth has been on stage since he was seven, when he sang in Britton’s opera
Noah and the Flood, appearing as a singing pink flamingo.  Since then, Dallas area
audiences have enjoyed his work in numerous diverse productions, including Twelve
Angry Men, The Flying Doctor, and Noon.  Ben has also directed the world premiere
works Making Damaged Goods and Trapture, as well as the more familiar works Under
Milkwood and The Speed of Darkness.  At the Pocket Sandwich Theatre, Ben has
contributed his talents to over twenty productions, including God, The Man Who Came
to Dinner, Tommy Flowers, The Fantastiks, Cabaret, Atomic Cavegirls of Island Zero
(1996 Leon Rabin Award Winner for Best New Play), and 20,000 Babes Beneath the
Sea. During Pegasus Theatre’s last season at their Main Street location, Ben appeared
in Cowboys, Cross Stage Right: Die!, and created the role of Nick in It’s Beginning to
Look a Lot Like Murder, which has since moved on to Off-Broadway.  For Rover
Dramawerks, Ben has played in Mrs. California and Oscar Wilde’s Lady Windermere’s
Fan.

Returning from a hiatus, Justin Thyme is surprised to find Russian theatre so prevalent
in Texas.  Roles in the past have included the sex-starved professor in The Prime of
Miss Jean Brodie, the nemesis of evil in Shadows, and the steel slinging warlord called
to overthrow Macbeth.  Not taken to be a typical actor, Justin works in the industrial
equipment side of material handling.  However, he was never taken to be your typical
field service mechanic.  “More like a lawyer or banker,” customers are known to
comment.  Which is why he has taken a job behind a desk for the same company of the
last fourteen years.  “The company understands that I wish to be free from grease and
grime for my performances.”

Mark Vargas is pleased to be taking his first bow with Rover Dramawerks. A dedicated
entertainer, Mark has been seen on local stages in such diverse roles as Cole Porter in
Red, Hot and Cole, Giles Ralston in The Mousetrap, Andrew Rally in I Hate Hamlet, and
Judas/John in Godspell. In addition, Mark just finished writing, producing and directing
the Moore About Golf video instruction series, as well as its national radio campaign.
Later in the year, Mark will be featured as Manolo Sanchex, President Nixon's valet in
the BBC/History Channel production 28 Days that Shook the World.

Susan Wagner has done most of her stage work in the Pittsburgh area.  She became
addicted to the smell of the greasepaint in the tenth grade when she was cast as Mrs.
Sowerberry in Oliver!  Since then, some of her favorite roles have been Jan in Grease,
Louisa in The Fantasticks, Lucy Brown in Three Penny Opera, and the Wicked Witch in
The Wizard of Oz.  Most recently, Susan was “the third shepherdess from the right” in
FUMC Rotunda Theatre’s production of Amahl and the Night Visitors.

Jimmi Wright is thrilled to be working with Rover Dramawerks again.  He recently
directed Fumed Oak for the F.I.T.  You might have seen Jimmi’s acting as Ben in Look
Homeward Angel, Thomas Royd in Towards Zero, Don Pedro/Borachio in Much Ado
About Nothing or Banquo in Macbeth.  He would like to thank his wife, Karyn, for
understanding the child within the man.

Karyn Lush Wright is excited to be performing with Rover Dramawerks again.  She
was last seen in their premiere performance of Everything in the Garden.  She was most
recently seen as Doris Gow in Bucket Productions’ Fumed Oak at the F.I.T.  Some of
her favorite roles include Simp in The Peacemaker for Theatre Britain, Jo in Little
Women for Mesquite Community Theatre, Margaret in Much Ado About Nothing for
Audacity Productions, and Suzanne in Picasso at the Lapin Agile for UTA.  She would
like to thank her husband for his love and support.

Production Staff
Director................................................................M. Shane Hurst
Assistant Director/Stage Manager........Jennifer Lynn Hutchinson
Assistant Stage Manager............................................Misty Petty
Producer.................................................................Misty Baptiste
Costume Design...............................................Rachel Schnitzius
Assistant Costumer.............................................Frances Olinger
Set Design..................................................................Dave Miller
Set Construction......................................Dave Miller, Jason Rice

     Bill Justus, Misty Baptiste, Cotey Cross
         Doug Luke, Margo Lynn, James MacDonald

          Stephanie Duckham, Sherry Etzel, Susan Wagner
          Ken Freehill, M. Shane Hurst, Terrie Justus

     Harry Liston, Jennifer Lynn Hutchinson
Lighting Design.........................................................Pamm Stadt
Light Crew............Cotey Cross, M. Shane Hurst, Susan Wagner
Sound Design.............................................................Jason Rice
Props.........................................................................Margo Lynn
Light and Sound Board Operation............................Paul Driscoll
Publicity...................................................................Carol M. Rice
Box Office Manager...............................................Misty Baptiste
Programs................................................................Carol M. Rice

The Cold War era is quickly fading in our national memory, and there
may be many audience members for whom the names Marx, Engels,
Stalin, Lenin, and Trotsky hold little familiarity.  As there is little time and
space to address the political and psychosociological intricacies of the
period, you will have to look these things up at home.  Fortunately, Sir
Peter Ustinov's Romanoff and Juliet deals as much with romantic and
generational struggles as it does with national identities and archetypes.
The action takes place in the smallest (and deliberately nameless)
country in Europe sometime in the early 1950s.  In his memoir Dear Me,
Ustinov speaks at great lengths about his own "imaginary country" to
which he retreats for meditation and solace, which has led me to treat
this play in a more dreamlike fashion.  Reality is heightened, time is
suspended, and the mind and heart wrestle towards a truce between
analytical ideology and the most instinctive of emotions.  So not to worry
if you fail to remember that Trotsky was killed with an ice pick in 1940
while exiled in Mexico (such a death, by the way, was considered
"natural causes" in the Stalinist era); indulge your sense of farce in a
piece without period, a Cold War gem with a great deal of warmth at its
core.

From the Director...





Bethany Dotson is finally making her stage debut thanks to Rover Dramawerks.
Bethany began chasing her theatrical dream under the direction of Connie Sanchez and
the theatre department of Haltom High School with shows such as Into the Woods
(Rapunzel), The Voice of the Prairie (Susie),and as Sybil Burlington in the all-girl British
comedy, Daisy Pulls It Off.  In the meantime, Bethany has been seriously studying at
KD Studio, The Actor’s Place, and most recently learning the Meisner technique under
the instruction of Jeanne Everton at STAGE.  The big move to New York is currently “in
the works.”

Stephanie Duckham is thrilled to be back in the acting game after a two year stretch
as a high school theatre director.  She would like to thank her parents, her friends, and
her “boy wonders” for their constant ribbing, humor, humiliation…and love and support.
Past roles include Catherine in Waiting for the Parade, Cheryl in Still Life, Hospice
Worker in As Is, Halie in Buried Child, and as the director for Black Angel and Kiss Me
Kate.

Sherry Etzel is pleased to make her debut with Rover Dramawerks, having just
completed a successful run of Best Little Whorehouse... portraying Miss Mona, the
singing, dancing madam of the infamous Chicken Ranch.  Other favorite roles include
The Seven Year Itch (Helen), Sordid Lives (Bitsy Mae Harling), Annie (Lily St. Regis),
The Odd Couple (Gwendolyn Pidgeon) and A Piece of My Heart (Mari Jo Kincaid).  She
has appeared throughout the D/FW area in The Odd Couple (Female Version), Running
in the Red, The Goodbye Girl, Crazy For You and House at Pooh Corner.  In addition to
theater, Sherry occasionally sings and plays guitar with a band, performs with local
murder mystery troupes and is the most recent addition to the improv/comedy group 4
Out of 5 Doctors.  The owner of an advertising/graphic design firm, she frequently
assists local theaters in marketing, communications and fund-raising.

Ken Freehill, an actor for almost forty years (yes, he was a wee lad!), opened a theatre
in the Chicago suburbs, producing 26 shows in less than three years, after receiving a
BFA.  Formerly an actor’s administrator, Ken is currently in pre-production for a TV pilot,
a feature film, and a series of educational films.  He also works for the U.S. Army
Entertainment Division as a Festival Judge and Mentor, and creates and appears in
interactive Comedy Mysteries for different Army Installations.  He most recently played
Richard Nixon for the BBC/History Channel’s 28 Days That Shook the World, airing this
fall.  A favorite stage role is that of the Ghost of John Barrymore in I Hate Hamlet, a role
he is recreating for an Army tour.

Kenneth Fulenwider is always excited to be working with Rover again. He's also
thrilled to be back performing on stage.  He has worked with Rover as light board
operator on Mrs. California and asst. director/stage manager for The Ride Down Mt.
Morgan. He most recently portrayed Johnny, the abusive husband, in Invisible Ticket for
Rover's new play festival at the Red Barn Theatre in Flower Mound. He received his
theatrical training at The University of North Texas, where he performed in many shows
that varied from Shakespeare to contemporary pieces such as Sex, Drugs and Rock &
Roll. He won the university's Best Actor award for his portrayal of Chandel/Poche in the
French sex farce A Flea in Her Ear. He's performed in everything from murder
mysteries to a touring show with the Dallas Children's Theatre. The love of theatre
keeps him coming back again and again. He currently resides in Lewisville with his best
buddy of six years, the beagle, Elvis Rex. When not involved in theatre he can be found
working as a veterinary technician at the Flower Mound Veterinary Hospital.

Who’s Who M. Shane Hurst has been active on and off the Dallas stage for several years. Most
recently, he was seen as Marconi operator Harold Bride in Lyric Stage's Titanic and as
Lord Darlington in Rover's Lady Windermere's Fan.  Other favorite roles include Jesus
in Mesquite's Godspell, Longaville in Bucket's Love's Labor's Lost, and Tobias in Music
Theatre Denton's Sweeney Todd as well as that of Irving Civic Theatre.  Shane has also
trained as a classical musician, holding degrees from the Eastman School of Music and
SMU; he is currently doing doctoral work at UNT. Earlier this summer Shane took part
in the world premiere of composer Armando J. Bayolo's oratorio Towards Golgotha in
Portland, Oregon. Behind the scenes Shane has been music director for Flower
Mound's Gypsy and Mesquite's Oklahoma!, and while Romanoff and Juliet marks his
large-scale directorial debut, he has served as director for some of the children's theatre
presented by NM Productions and for Rover's recent One Day Only 3!  For the past few
years Shane has been an adjunct professor in the music departments of both Dallas
Baptist University and Cedar Valley College, where he has taught private voice,
composition, and music theory. This fall he is scheduled to stage direct Dallas Baptist
University’s Magic Flute, which will be performed at the end of January. Shane also
serves as worship leader, young adult coordinator, and elder board member at Chapel
in the Woods Bible Church.  He is honored to serve on the Rover board and on the
DeSoto Arts Commission.

Jennifer Lynn Hutchinson is proud to be working with Shane Hurst in an assistant
directorial capacity for the first time.  Jennifer is a director, an actor and a producer in
the Dallas Metroplex.  Jennifer made her directing debut with The Whole Shebang by
Rich Orloff in Watertower Theatre’s Out of the Loop Festival.  She was last seen on the
stage as the Rep in Invisible Ticket and as Nettie in Bags at the Flower Mound
Performing Arts Theatre’s New Plays Festival.  At the Texas Non-profit Theatre Quad II
AACT Festival, Jennifer was awarded an All Star Cast Award for her performance in
Bags.  Some favorite past roles include: Desdemona in Trailer Trash from Outer Space,
Mrs. Los Angeles “Dot” in Mrs. California, Christina in Murder on the Nile and Bianca in
Taming of the Shrew.  When not somewhere in the vicinity of a stage she is behind the
scenes as Vice President of Planning and Development for Rover Dramawerks.

Harry Liston is happy to be making his debut with Rover Dramawerks.  He has
previously appeared in The Promise, Fiddler on the Roof, Mr. Scrooge, Miracle on 34th

Street, Phantom of the Country Opera, Much Ado About Nothing, and Room Service,
but his favorite role was as Daddy in Daddy’s Dyin’, Who’s Got the Will?  Harry is a
practicing rocket scientist, employed at Lockheed Martin in Grand Prairie.  He wants to
thank his lovely and patient wife Judy for tolerating his thespian tendencies.

Doug Luke is delighted to be back with Rover Dramawerks.  He last appeared in their
production of The Ride Down Mt. Morgan as Lyman Felt.  Other favorite roles have
been Inspector Rough in Angel Street for Mesquite Community Theatre, Col. Pickering
in My Fair Lady for First United Methodist of Richardson, Grandfather in Heidi for Dallas
Children’s Theater’s National Tour, and Josiah Rose in Bed of Roses for Rockwall
Community Playhouse.  In addition to his stage work, Doug has been active in film and
television, commercials, and industrial video.  Some of his most rewarding time is spent
volunteering for Reading and Radio Resource, taping books and newspaper articles for
their clients with reading impairments.  Golf and travel occupy what time is left over.
Special thanks to Barbara for her love and support.  Doug is represented by The Tomas
Agency.
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