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FCT, Rover collaborate on The Bard, sort of
By Penny Rathbun

In this universe, Romeo and Juliet have gender issues, Desdemona has a penchant for violence, and Iago does a great Grouch Marks imitation.

In a first for Frisco audiences, two area theatre companies are collaborating on a show that will open in Frisco on May 5.  Frisco Community Theatre and Rover Dramawerks present “Goodnight Desdemona (Good Morning Juliet)” by Ann-Marie MacDonald.

The Rover production has been playing at the Addison Theatre Centre Black Box Theatre and will move to Frisco Community Theatre on May 5 for six performances.

“There’s a lot of physical comedy in this show.  You don’t have to know Shakespeare to appreciate the comedy,” said director David A. Miller.

Constance Ledbelly, played by Shannon Bock, is working on a thesis that purports that “Othello” and “Romeo and Juliet” are really farcical comedies.  Through a magical wastebasket she is transported into the real world (in her universe anyway) of “Othello” and “Romeo and Juliet.”  Othello and Desdemona mistake her for an oracle because she knows so much about their lives, and Romeo and Juliet mistake her for a love interest.  

Like that movie in which Robin Williams’ character lives in a fresh painting, Constance is transported into a universe where the story of both plays is going on simultaneously.  She wears a charming expression of confusion through most of the show.

The rest of the cast all play various roles and Constance learns a thing or two about Shakespeare’s characters that do not fit in with her notions about them.  Aline Elasmer plays Desdemona and others with forthrightness.  Her Desdemona is not the hothouse flower she is often portrayed as.  At one point after she comes on stage carrying a severed heard Constance exclaims, “Boy, Shakespeare really watered her down.”

Michael Sturlin plays Othello, Tybalt and takes a memorable turn as Juliet’s nurse.  Sachin Patel is Iago and Romeo and a few others with great portions of evil with dashes of slapstick here and there.
Jessica Martin is a lovely Juliet and an almost convincing Romeo.

“It’s an enjoyable way to spend two hours laughing,” said Miller.  “There’s stuff for just about every audience, for those who don’t know Shakespeare and those who may study Shakespeare.”

Performances are May 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, and 14 at Frisco Community Theatre located in Youth Center Park on Maple Street.  Tickets are $12 to $16.  To reserve tickets, send an email to tickets@roverdramawerks.com or call 972-849-0358.

